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    25/03/2021 
 
RE: Return to School after Easter break 
 
Year 12 – School Determined Grades 
 
The staff are working very hard to prepare the evidence for awarding grades.  Year 12 pupils 
will be supported through this process appropriately to minimise stress and to promote their 
wellbeing.  Year 12 pupils are advised to use the Easter break to prepare for assessments as 
directed by their teachers.  Please be mindful of the leaflet sent out with my last letter 
detailing the various agencies that families can access to support their young people. 
 
Supervised Learning 
Supervised Learning ends on Friday 26th March. 
Year 8-12 return to school on Monday 12th April. 
 
Masks and Social Distancing. 
Pupils should wear a mask or face covering and keep socially distanced where possible to do 
so.  This reduces the opportunity for infection to be passed on even within bubbles.  Latest 
guidance issued by the Department of Education (3rd March 2021) states, 
“…it is compulsory for Post Primary pupils to wear face coverings in school and at drop off/ 
pick up areas unless and exemption applies”.   
Parent/Carers should contact me immediately to discuss exemptions. 
 
Face covering should not include scarf like items as these are extremely difficult for pupils to 
manage safely.  Pupils will be expected to wear masks in classrooms and these may be 
material mask or (preferably) surgical masks.  Pupils should bring a change of masks and a 
plastic bag to store additional masks when not in use.  Material masks should be washed 
each night. 
 
Year 12 will continue to operate as a 12VS and a 12NH bubble (including option classes).  
This will reduce opportunities for infection and in the event of a positive case only the pupils 
in that class or close contacts would need to isolate at home. All other year groups will 
operate as year bubbles. 
 
Lateral Flow testing. 
This will only take place for year 12 and staff who consent to this process. Please return 
consent forms as soon as possible. 
 
 
 
 
Uniform and Equipment 
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Uniform will be worn as described in the school rules, pupil appearance is expected to be of 
the normal high standard our pupils usually exhibit.  There has been an appeal for uniform 
donations to be brought into school and after a suitable quarantine time, these items will be 
available to families.  Pupils should continue to wear PE kit on PE days. 
All pupils should bring the correct books and equipment to start work at the beginning of the 
new term.  Pupils should refresh their memory of their timetables. 
 
 
and finally… 
I would like to take this opportunity to thank parents and carers for all their efforts in 
supporting the pupils with their engagement with online Learning.  I appreciate this has 
been a huge strain on family life.  The staff of Aughnacloy College have appreciated this 
support and for the positive comments many parents and carers have expressed during this 
period of lockdown. 
 
It has been wonderful to hear the voices and laughter of our year 12 pupils around school 
and we are looking forward to the return of all of our young people after Easter. 
 
Yours faithfully 
 
 
 
 
Mr J R Reid 
(Principal). 


